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T-480 c. 1902
Trinity A.M.E. Church
St. Michaels

private

The Trinity A. M. E. Church is an important structure in the history of black
religion in St. Michaels. Dating to the turn of the twentieth century, the singjle—
story rectangular frame church is highlighted by door and window openings with

small pediments. The interior is largely unaltered as well.

Construction of this weatherboarded frame church dates to 1902 when the
Trustees of Trinity A.M.E. Zion Church purchased this lot from John S. Hambleton
(139/60). The congregation remained active until the 1950s. In 1969 the property

was turned over to another black congregation.




Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No. F480

Magi No.2104805708

DOE __ yes Xno

{indicate preferred name)

1. Name

historic Trinity A. M. E. Church

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

Southeast corner of North aﬁd Fremont streets

—_not for publication

city, town St. Michaels ____vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Talbot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_district —— public —__occupied —__agriculture —_ museum
— xXbuilding(s) _x_private —x unoccupied —_ commercial — park
— structure — both —__ work in progress — educational —__ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible —_entertainment ___religious
—_object —__inprocess _ X yes: restricted —_ government — scientific
— being considered —_yes: unrestricted —— industrial ___transportation
__Xnot applicable __no ____ military _X_ other: none

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name E. Townsend Wright, Jr.

street & number

telephone no.:

city, town St. Michaels ;

state and zip code Maryland 21663

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 605
street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 955
city, town Easton state MD

6. Representation in Existing nmistorical surveys

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory

date 1972 ___federal _* state __ county ___local
_~depository for survey records  Maryland Historical Trust

city, town Annapolis state MD




7. Description Survey No. T-480

Condition _ Check one Check one

— excelient ___ deteriorated _____ unaltered _ original site

____good —__ruins ___ altered ____moved date of move
— 5 fair —_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Trinity A.M.E. Church stands on southeast corner of North and
Fremont streets in northern St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland.
The single-story frame church faces north with the gable roof oriented
on a north/south axis.

The gable front frame church rests on a brick pier foundation and
is sheathed with narrow weatherboard siding with a rounded lower edge.
The steeply pitched roof is covered with a layer of corrugated tin.

The north (main) elevation is three bays across with a center entrance
and flanking two over two sash windows. The entrance consists of double
leaf  two-panel doors:topped by a four-light colored glass transom.

The entrance, like the adjacent windows, is topped by a small pediment.
Piercing the upper gable is a louvered vent also topped by a shallow
pediment. The eaves to the roof are slightly extended and decorated
at the base with sawn brackets.

The east and west sides of the church are essentially alike with a
three-bay elevation of two over two sash windows. Each window is
topped by a small pediment. An interior brick stack rises from the
west side. ’

The south gable end is extended by a shorter single-story frame
altar pierced with a pointed arch window. A concrete block addition
has been added to the southwest corner.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance Survey No.  T-480

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—  prehistoric __ archeclogy-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture _x_ religion

— 14001499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law — science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture — economics - —_literature — scuipture
~e. 1600=-1699  _X__ architecture — education — military —_social/

1700-1799 ___ art : — - engineering —_ music humanitarian
— 1800-1899 ___ commerce —— expioration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
—x__1900- — communications ——industry — politics/government ___ transportation
—_invention — other (specity)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: __A B lsp _D

and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: __national _ state Xlocal

Prepare both a summary baragraph of significance and a gefi\eral statement of history and
support.

The Trinity A.M.E. Church is an important structure in the history
of black religion in St. Michaels. Dating to the turn of the twentieth
century, the single-story rectangular frame church is highlighted by
door and window openings with small pediments. The interior appeared
to be largely unaltered. This structure is one of two historic black
churches in St. Michaels.




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-480

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale
UTM References 3o NOT complete UTM references

AL bbb b b b Bl e b

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

clodlda bbb b laal oo Wl b b bay ]

AR N I D O A ' A Flod Wi eyt bt baad
L L P L Lo |

Gl___;__lll |1J_||| L H| |

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county . _ code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul Touart—architectural historian _
orga;\ization Historic St. Michaels Bay-Hundred date 10/85

street & number telephone

city or town St., Michaels state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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TRINITY A M E ZION CHURCH

Year: 1985 Vol: 605 Page: 955

From: Carroll Sneed & Jean F Sneed Price: $75,000

To : E. Townsend Wright, Jr.

Notes: See deed and plat attached. _

Conveyed to Carroll Sneed by Rev. James L. Eure, et al 1980,548/349.
Also same property conveyed to Carroll Sneed by Charles Herbert Foggie,
Bishop of the Trinity African Methodist Episcopal Church, 1985,605/949.

Year: 1985 Vol: 605 Page: 949

From: Charles Herbert Foggie, Bishop of Trinity AME Church Price:

To : Carroll Sneed and Jean F Sneed

Notes: For title clearance. The description in this deed is that of the follow-
ing title, 1969, 439/289. It consists of three parcels of which the Church was
on number two. There do not appear to have been any structures on parcels 1 or 3

- and the title of only parcel two will be traced.

The situation is confused. West Street (Fremont Street) is mentioned only _
in the 1985 deed to Townsend Wright and the description of that deed was written
by the surveyor. It bears little relation to any of the previous deeds either imn
words or metes & bounds. For example, the frontage on North Avenue in Wright's
deed is 176.85 feet. On all previous deeds this frontage totals only 163'3",
West Street is not mentioned in .the other deeds and the surveyor stated that
since it was obvious the property was intended to extend té West Street...that
is how they surveyed and described it!! Also, the location of the church is not
mentioned. It is definitely not on parcel 1. Plotting puts it on parcel 2. And

now it's gone...requiescat in pace!! .

Year: 1980 Vol: 548 Page: 349

From: Rev. James L Eure, Bishop of the HTCG&CESM Prlce'

To : Carroll Sneed & Jean F Sneed of Baltimore

Notes: Same description.

Conveyed to the HTICG&CESM by the Trustees of the TrinLﬁy AME Zion
Church of St. Michaels, 1969, 439/289.

HTCG&CESM = HOLY TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD AND CHRIST OF THE EASTERN SHORE OF MARYLAND




T-4%0

TRINITY A M E ZION CHURCH _ PAGE TWO

~ Year: 1969 Vol: 439 Page: 289

From: Trustees of Trinity African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church Price: $5
To : Reverend James L Eure and trustees of HTCGCESM

Notes: See deed, attached. The church was on Parcel 2.

The full name of the grantee is:'"HOLY TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD AND CHRIST OF
THE EASTERN SHORE OF MARYLAND". The deed has a condition that the land must
always be used for a church. _

Conveyed to the Trustees of the Trinity AME Zion Church by John S Ham~
bleton et al 1902, 139/60.

Year: 1902 Vol: 139 Page: 60

From: John S Hambleton Price:

To : Trustees of Trinity AME Zion Church

Notes: Description same as 1969, 439/289.

"Part of Elliott's Lot belonging to Philemon T Hambleton and descended

through Edward O Hambleton and P T Hambleton to John S Hambleton, Susan Harrison
and. Rebecca West." . _ : '
See Kemnard's house and Union AME Church back to 1695.
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Examined and returned to: Bwing, Dietz, Turner & Kehoe, Att'ys, P.O..Box 1146, Easton, MD 21601 ‘Nov. 13, 1985

RECFEE . 13,00
RECTAX 242,50
TRFTAX 375.00
T0TL 633,50
4756CHER 435,50
01 01925 10-14 P3:31

THIS DEED, Made this i))&ﬁ, day of Oub.é)uh in the year one

thousand nine hundred and elghiy~five, by CAKROLL SNEED and JEAN F,

_'SMEED, his wife, Grantors.

WITNESSETH, That for and in consideration of the sum of Seventy-
five Thousand Dollars ($75,000.00) and other good and valuable con-
sideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, the said

CARROLL SNEEDR and JEAN F. SHEED, his wife,

do hereby grant and convey

unto K. TOWNSEND WRIGHT,

JR., his heirs and assigns, in fee simple,

the folLowing described propercy, to-wit:

BEGINNING for the same at an Iron kod found on the westerly side
of Talbot Street, said Kod being at the southeasterly cornmer of the
herein described land and the northeasterly corner of the land now
or formerly that of Clara Ulivia Polk (Liber 349, Folio 168), and’
from said Place of beginning running by and with the said Polk land,
the following two courses and distances: (1) Korth 55 degrees 43
minutes 31 seconds West 105.00 feer to an Iron Kod found; thence (2}
South U0 degrees 20 minutes 44 seconds West 32.00 feet to an Iron
Kod found and the land of Joseph 1. Williams and Anna Thomas Williams
(Liber 262, Folio 552}; chence {3) by and with the said Williams land
North 88 degrees 13 minutes 57 seconds West 74.00 Eget to an Iron
Rod set and the side of West Street (Fremont Street); thence (&) by
and with the easterly side of said West Street, North 10 degrees OY
minutes U7 secomuis West 64.7Y9 feec to an Iron Kod set and the side
of Horth Avenue; thence (5) by and with the southerly 'side of said

»

" North Avenue, South 8¢ degrees 46 minutes 21 seconds Last 176.85 feet

Lo an Iron Kod set and the side of the aforementioned Talbot. Street;
thence (&) by and with the westerly sidec of said Talbot Street, south
20 degrees 5Y minutes 26 seconds i
Beginning conctaining 8,557 Square Feet of land, more or less, according
to a survey made by McCrone and dated September 23, 1yu5.

BEING the same property conveyed to Carroll Sneed and Jean F.
Sneed by Leed from Hev. James L. Eure, et al, dated August 25, 1980
and recorded among the Land Kecords. of Talbot County, Maryland in
Liber 548, Folio 349,

ALSO BEING the same

property which was conveyed unto Carroil
Sneed and Jean F.

Sneed by Charles Herbert Foggie, Bishop of the
Trinity African Methodist Episcopal Church by Veed dated September

3, 1985 about to be recorded among the Land Kecords of Talbot County.,
Maryland. :

vz DU e85
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WTF:PMS  4/14/869

Setes it oo we ghand, Taibsot County, To-wit:
Rt vad. Qetoher 10 _1050 . 24Py 1 E 0 JOCAam P,
] Receipt No. 131557 Jobn To Baynard.. Clerk
y TITLE NOT EXAMINED ’
3
5
> 3 THIS DEED, made this L/ aay of , 1969, by and

between the TRUSTEES OF TRINITY AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL i

e e ettt

ZION CHURCH, of St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland, a

v et i

ﬁgﬁﬁwga corporation of the State of Maryland, Grantor, and REVEREND

AR o e e e

_ JAMES L. EURE, MARY ELIZABETH EURE, ESTHER M. MAGORS, HARRIET

BOONE, ALBERTA COONE, JAMES L. EURE, JR., HENRY APPELBY and

R

o L3R 1069

p2 - Lxlat -2

" CLARENCE WALLACE, TRUSTEES OF THE HOLY TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD

' AND CHRIST OF THE EASTERN SHORE OF MARYLAND, a body corporate,

Grantees.

5 0
w3452
STATE PROPER

WHEREAS, the hereinbelow described property has been used

as a church, circuit or station by the Trustees of Trinity 1
. African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, a corporétion, but E
ihas been for sometime without a pastor, and the membership of i
said church, circuit or station has withdrawn and scattered and

. there is no congregation and no need for an appointment of a

|

|

. preacher to said place; and l
{

WHEREAS, in accordance with the discipline of the African !

EMethqdist Episcopal Zion Church, the conference in which said

/

church is located has passed a resolution declaring said church

:aéwﬁ7 th*AZf “‘Cizil;‘J /o-22-6F

!
!
!
; . |
| circuit or station discontinued or abandoned and ordering the
]
sale of the property: and i
|

i

WHEREAS, said resolution and sale have been approved by

" the Bishop and the Bishop of the District has been authorized

to give a deed to the purchaser for said property: i

MENRY, HENRY & ADKINS . .
ATROETS AT 1AW . NOW, THEREFORE, THIS DEED WITNESSETH, that in consideration

EASTON, MANTLARD

of the premises, the sum of Five ($5.00) Dollars and other goodi

L
\
!
e

LEER 439 m'&:?ﬁg _
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" WEMAY, HERRY & ADKINS
ATIOMETE AT LAW
TARTON, MARTLANG

i said Worth Avenue westwardly 80°' 6" to the land now or formerly

LER 439 ?AS&ZQD o f

and valuable considerations, the receipt of which is hereby
acknowledged, the said Trustees of Trinity African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church, a corporation, hereby grants and conveys

unto Reverend James L. Eure, Mary Elizabeth Eure, Esther M.

Magors, Harriet Boone, Alberta Coone, James L. Eure, Jr., Henry

Appelby and Clarence Wallace, Trustees of the Holy Temple church
i

of God and Christ of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, a corporation,

and to its successora.and assigns, {and the official successors!
of the individual trustees), in fee simple, all those lots of
land situate on the West side of Talbot Street in the Town of
St. Michaels; Talbot County, and described as follows:

PARCEL NO, 1l: BEGIMNNING for the same at the northeast

cornér of the Mary L. Trusty lot and running thence northeasterly

with Talbot Street aforesaid 31' 6" to North Avenue; thence with

©f the Grantor:; thence with the said last mentioned land south-
wardly 20' 6" to said Trusty land; thence with the said Trusty
land eastwardly 88' 6" to the place of beginning.

BEIRG the same lot or parcel of land that was conveyed
unto Trustees of Trinity African Methodiat Episcopal zibn Church
by Horacé M. Turner, et al., by deed dated March 21, 1912 and
recorded among the Land Records cf_Talbot County in Liber No.
161, Folio 414. ' |

PARCEL, NO. 2: BEGINNING for same on the South side of
North Avenue, at the northwest corner of a lot of ground owned
By Rachel A, R. Fairbank and running Southwardly with said

Fairbank lot 53' 6" thence Westwardly 37', thence northwardly

-2

—_

4go




BINNY, HENRY & ADKIKS
ATTORYS &Y AW
BAITON, MARTLANE

41" 9" to the place of beginning.

l

the Trustees of Trinity African Methodist Episcopal 2Zion Church
?by John S. Hambleton, et al., by Deed dated October 21, 1902
?and recorded ahonq the Land Records of Talbot County in‘Libér
| FGW No. 139, folio 60. '

PARCEL NO. 3: BEGINNING for same on the South side of

i

! North Averiue, at the northwest corner of a lot owned by Rachel
“A. ﬁ. Fairbank, and running thence southwardly 57°' 6" to the

: southwest corner of a lot owned by Mary L. Trusty: thence

54°*' 9" to said North Avenue, thence eastwardly with said Avenue -

BEING the same lot or parcel of land which was conveyed unto

f

westwardly 37' to the southeast corner of a lot conveyed to the
iabove named Trustees by John S. Hanbleton et al., thence north-
wardly 54' 9" to said North Avenue, thence Eastwardly with said

" Avenue 41°' to the place of beginning.

:
{
i

i
i

i
|
¥
'
i

BEING the same lot or parcel of land that was conveyed unto

the Trustees of Trinity Africen Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
by Raéhel A. R. Fairbank, by Deed dated October 31, 1902 and
recorded among the Land Records for Talbot County in Liber FGW
‘No. 139, folio 58.

TOGETHER with the buildings and improvements thereupon
;erected and ail the rights, ways, waters and appurtenances

" thereto belonging.

TO _HAVE AND TO HOLD the said land and premises in trust
and to be used and kspt or disposed of for the usse and benefit

of the miniséry and membership of the said Trustees of the

-3-
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Talbot-)80
Trinity AME Zion Church
Corner of Liberty St. & Railroad Ave.

St. Michaels,MD 21663 1301

Access: Public

This church was erected in 1901. It is the only AVWE Zion
church I know of in Talbot County (or the eastern shore

of Maryland) It is now rented to a Holiness congregation,
The church flourished in St. Michaels in the early twentieth
century but was disbanded in the 1950's. AME Zion churches
are found in the state's urban centers but made no inroads
in the rural areas of the eastern shore where the Methodist

Episcopal Church was firmly established.




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

T-180
MAGT# 2104804708

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC .
Trinity AME Zion Church

AND/OR COMMON

House of Prayer Tabernacle (Holiness Church)

BEILOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Corner of Liberty St. &% Railroad Ave.

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
St. Michsgels — VICINITY OF First
STATE ) COUNTY
Marylsand Talbok
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP % STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC —OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
_}SBUILDING(S) EPRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED — COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK (N PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL —_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
o __SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT 2 RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—_NO —MILITARY —OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE, Zip code
____ VICINITY OF
RIPTION :
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESC o Liber #: TGN 139
COURTHOUSE. " Folio #: 58

Talbot

REGISTRY OF DEEDS;ETC. Co. Court House

STREET & NUMBER
Court Street

CITY, TOWN
maston

STAT;E
Maryland

B REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

LLE I Y
DATE
— ‘ -.FEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS
CITY. TOWN STATE




- A DESCRIPTION T-430

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__ZXCELLENT — DETER{ORATED ZunaLTereD ZoRIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD —RUINS 1
5 —ALTERED —MOVED DATE___ 907
2 _FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

T 01d Trinity AME Zion Church stands 10' from the corner

of Liberty St. and Railroad Ave. The building fronts on
Railroad Avenue and faces west. The wheatherboard building
is unpainted and in only fair condition. The Church measures

22' across the front and is L2!' in depth. The church has
2 émall 3%' clesr glass windows in the front facade. These
lancet windows are .on elther side of the front entrance.

The front door is a hollow door of recent construction.

There are four clear glass lancet windows on the north

side of the building and four more identical windows on
the south side. These windows measure 5', At the rear of
the building (east end) 1s an inset %' sacristy. This |
small addition has one-over-one clear glase rectangular
windows in the north and south sides (4."): The building

has composite shingles on the roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
,/"\
PERIOD . AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHléTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ERELIGION
—1400-1499 —_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION — LAW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE -}ESCULPTURE
—1800-1699 _ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —_MILITARY Z_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING ——MUSIC _THEATER
—1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ _PHILOSOPHY -—TRANSPORTATION
‘3.1 900- __COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1901 BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is the only AME Zion Church I know of
on the eastern shore of Maryland. Trinity AME Zion has:
ceased to function as a congregation and is now rented
to a fundamentalist congregation. The Church flourished
in St. Michael's in the early part of the twentieth century
‘but disbanded in the 1950's. AME Zion churches are common

in Marylands urban centers ...Baltimore and Prince Georges
County but made no inroads in the rursl aress of the state.

Trinity AME Zion is unique: it is ‘the ‘last reémaining structure
of that denomination in Talbot County.

AT,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA o

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

15T ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE . COUNTY

STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE - . .
Jemes W. Clark,Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION - 3 DATE
Maryland Commission on Afro-American

Higtory 2. M7 oo
d W R

s TmL ) TELEPHONE

20 Dean Street 269-2893

STREET & NUMBER

CiTY OR TOWN Anna 01i STATE
polis Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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Aerial photographs taken 1942
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TRINITY A.I1.E. CHURCH T-480
St. Michaels, Talbot County, llaryland
llorthwest Elevation

6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer
NEG/MD. Historical Trust
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Trinity A.M.E. Zion Church T-480
St. Michaels, Talbot County, MD
Michael Hosford

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
Southwest elevation
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